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He informed Lord Mansfield that he did riot contract any
debts, and avoided everything that could possibly lead
him to an infringement of the laws. If, therefore, the
law would appear to arm itself against his liberty, he
must necessarily conclude it did so under a false pretence,
being won over by the hatred of his enemies to deliver
him to them. Such being the case, might he presume
to ask his lordship, he who was the administrator of
those laws which but interpreted primitive and natural
laws, might he presume to inquire whether the neces-
sity for self-defence did not place him in the position
of repelling force by force ? He ventured to think
that his lordship's heart contemplated such extreme
measures with dread ; but his equity, as was natural,
would readily forgive any evils resulting therefrom.
Such was his position, which he was obliged to bring
to notice, in the hope that his lordship's equity
would offer some counsel that he was able to follow,
and which should be equally in conformity with the
requirements for his safety and with the laws of a
country he loved and to which he owed so much.

Towards the end of June, the Chevalier received
notice of the charges upon which he was to be tried,
and a summons to appear on July 9, that being the
end of Trinity term. He made an affidavit asking
for adjournment to another term, to enable him to
produce four witnesses who had been expelled the
country by orders of the French ambassador. His
application was refused, and it oeing simply impossible
for his counsel, who knew nothing of French, to read
and digest in the course of eight days his book of six
hundred pages in quarto, he made up his mind not to
appear. The trial came on before Lord Chief Justice
Mansfield at the King's Bench bar on the clay appointed,
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